












A7FOSS Program Goals

Formative assessment is a powerful tool to promote learning and 
can change the culture of the learning environment.  Formative 
assessment in FOSS creates a community of reflective practice.  Teachers 
and students make up the community and establish norms of mutual 
support, trust, respect, and collaboration.  The goal of the community is 
that everyone will demonstrate progress and will learn and grow.

Science-centered language development promotes learning in 
all areas.  Effective use of science notebooks can promote reflective 
thinking and contribute to life-long learning.  Research has shown that 
when language-arts experiences are embedded within the context of 
learning science, students improve in their ability to use their language 
skills.  Students are eager to read to find out information, and to share 
their experiences both verbally and in writing.

Experiences out of the classroom develop awareness of 
community.   By extending classroom learning into the outdoors, 
FOSS brings the science concepts and principles to life.  In the process 
of validating classroom learning among the schoolyard trees and shrubs, 
down in the weeds on the asphalt, and in the sky overhead, students will 
develop a relationship with nature.  It is our relationship with natural 
systems that allows us to care deeply for these systems.  

Bridging Research into Practice
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FOSS Program Goals

A8 Full Option Science System
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a curriculum designed to meet the challenge of providing meaningful 
science education for all students in diverse American classrooms and 
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